


Modern Indian History with socio-economic perspective – peasantry and 

working  classes, caste, tribe, gender, environment, science and technology. 
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HIS 103: 

HISTORY OF 

EUROPE: 

FROM 

REVOLUTIO

N TO WORLD 

WAR (1789-

1914) 

 

UNIT I: French Revolution: crisis of the ancient regime, intellectual 

currents, participation of social classes - Emergence of Napoleon 
Bonaparte: domestic policy of Napoleon, foreign policy of Napoleon - 
Congress of Vienna, 1815 - Social and Political developments, 1815-
1848: Metternich- forces of conservatism and restoration of old 
hierarchies - Social, political and intellectual currents, revolutionary 
movements of 1830 and 1848. 

UNIT II: Growth of Democracy in Britain: Parliamentary Reforms Acts 

of 1832, Liberalism in England, Irish problem– its socio-economic and 
political aspects - The extension of franchise 
and expansion of socialism - Labour movement in Britain and the rise of 
Labour Party Nationalism- Italian Risorgimento- Socio-economic milieu 
and stages of Italian unification: role of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Cavour and 
Victor Emmanuel - Foundation of the German Empire: Prussian spirit, 
Role of Bismarck in the Unification of Germany, Foreign Policy of 
Bismarck, the age of Bismarck1870-1890), Foreign Policy of Kaiser 
William II and his world politics. 

UNIT III: Russia under the Czars: Czar Alexander I- domestic and 

foreign policy, Czar Nicholas I- foreign policy, Czar Alexander II- reform 
policy, foreign policy, his failures and achievements, The reign of Czar 
Alexander III, Czar Nicholas II- the Russo-Japanese war, the revolution 
of 1905. 

UNIT IV: The eastern crisis: nature of the crisis, the War of Greek 

Independence, the problem of Turkey- the treaty of London and the 
treaty of Sanstefano, the Crimean war, the Congress of Berlin - the first 
Balkan War (1912), the second Balkan War (1913), the formation of 
Triple Entente- the age of armed peace (1904-1914). 

 

 

 

This course will cover such themes as 

industrialization, state- and nationbuilding, social 

upheavals and transformation, and the emergence of 

liberalism, conservatism, and socialism as the 

predominant political ideologies. Through taking this 

course, students will have an understanding of the 

basic chronology and themes of nineteenth-century 

European history. They will demonstrate the ability to 

understand and analyze difficult primary sources 

within their historical context. This Course will 

prepare the students for UPSC and other Competitive 

Examinations. 

 

 

 

HIS 104: 

SOCIO 

RELIGIOUS 

REFORM 

MOVEMENTS 

IN 

COLONIAL 

INDIA 

 

UNIT I: Orientalists, Utilitarians and the Bengal Renaissance – debates on 

‘Renaissance’, reform and social Change – evolution of socio-religious reform 

movements – the difference between social and religious movements – debate 

over strategies – Vidyasagar and Rammohan Roy. 

UNIT II: Reform or Revival – definitions and debates – Hindu shastras and 

social reform – religion as the basis of social reform – Hindu-Brahmo relations 

– Prarthana Samaj and Arya Samaj - Vedanta and revitalization of Indian life: 

Ramkrishna, Vivekananda and the Ramkrishna Mission - response to the 

movement in press and literature: a review of the work of Bhudeb 

Mukhopadhyay, Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Nabin Chandra Sen, and 

Akshay Chandra Sarkar. 

UNIT III: Nationalism, modernity, and Muslim identity in India before 1947: 

Islamic reformers and their movements in India - educational movements, faith, 

and revival movements – Syed Ahmed Khan and the Aligarh Movement, 

Wahabi Movement, Deoband Movement. 

UNIT IV: Muslim women, reform and patronage: a study of Nawab Sultan 

Jahan Begam of Bhopal – issues on caste and education: Begam Rokeya 

Sakhawat Hossein andSarala Debi – issues on widow remarriage and Sati – 

orthodox Hinduism and the Age of Consent Bill. 

This Course studies the background, causes, and 

emergence of different typesof social and religious 

reform movements in India from the early nineteenth 

to the mid twentieth 

centuries. It discusses the existence of different 

religions, issues related to caste, and class in colonial 

India. On one hand, it studies the revivalist and 

reformist outlooks among the Indian 

reformers, while on the other, it looks at the colonial 

intervention in issues of reforms. An important aspect 

of this Course is that it traces the path of some of the 

significant social and religious reforms of the time 

from its inception to the Act. 

 

 

HIS 105B: 

INDIA AND 

THE WORLD: 

THE 

MAKING OF 

A FOREIGN 

POLICY 

Unit I: An Introduction to India’s Foreign Policy 

Historical origins and Determinants – Continuity and Change: From 

Idealism to Realism 

Non-Alignment and India’s role 
India and the Nuclear Question: Changing Perceptions and Policy. 

Unit II: India and her Neighbours 

India in SAARC: Towards a Co-operation in South Asia 

India’s Policy towards its Neighbours 

Unit III: India’s Options in a Changing Asia 

Relations with -Southeast Asia, Central Asia and West Asia 

Unit IV: India and Major Powers 

Relations with – U. S., Russia, Europe, China and Japan 

The purpose of this course is to generate knowledge 

among the students 

about continuity and changes in India’s foreign policy 

since independence. This course studies India’s 

foreign policy within the context of history and tries 

to understand and analyze its behavior. Through 

taking this course, students will gain an 

understanding of the history and India’s policy with 

regard to our relations with important world powers 

as well as regional 

powers. 
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HIS-201 

STATE AND 

ECONOMY 

IN 

COLONIAL 

INDIA 

 

 

UNIT I: The colonial state: Brief overview of British expansion in India – 

British Parliament and 

the East India Company – Structure of administration: police, judiciary, 

bureaucracy, army. 

UNIT II: The colonial ideology: Orientalist and Utilitarian phases; paternalist 

attitude – 

White racism – Divide and rule policy – Social-cultural policies and their 

impact 

(education, tribe, caste etc.). 

UNIT III: The colonial economy and its impact (1): Changing pattern of 

English trade – 

Land revenue settlements – Commercialisation of agriculture. 

UNIT IV: The colonial economy and its impact (2): Decline of traditional 

handicrafts – 

Emergence of modern industries and colonial industrial policy – impact of 

railways. 

 

This course deals with the structure and policies of 

British colonial rule in India; it especially focuses 

upon colonial polity and economy which replaced 

traditional Indian polity and economy in a relatively 

short span of time. The British tended to overlook 

society on the subcontinent, but they certainly meant 

to bring about crucial changes in the political and 

economic spheres to extract the maximum advantage 

of their rule in India. A reading of the 

course ought to enable students to gain a 

comprehensive knowledge of British colonial rule 

and economy; this is important because post-

independence, India decided to continue with the 

structure of polity and economy introduced by the 

British, though the new policies taken were 

divested of the harmful intent of colonialism. 

 

HIS 202: 

ANTI-

COLONIAL 

RESISTANCE 

DECOLONIZ

ATION AND 

AFTER 

 

UNIT I: Economic context of anti-colonial resistance –Tribal and Agrarian 

protests – The 1857 Revolt and foundation of Congress. 
UNIT II: Organized politics and anti-colonial resistance – Congress and the 

educated social groups – Mass movements since 1905 and up to 1940s. 

UNIT III: The aftermath of Partition – evolution of the constitution – 

integration of the princely states– linguistic reorganization of the states 

multiculturism and plurilingual traditions as reflected in literature theatre, art 

and cinema – sports : the making of a nation. 

UNIT IV: Post–independence nation building – Multicultural nature of 

Indian polity – Planning and development policy. 

As a historical event anticolonial movements in India 

is the struggle against the British imperial rule which 

led to the independence in 1947. The course discusses 

in detail the problems, predicaments and possibilities 

envisaged in this struggle. De colonisation in India 

stimulated further movements in other countries of 

Asia and also in the princely states of India 

The approach of teaching this course is politico 

economic with emphasis on post partition refugee 

problems, planning and development. 

 

 

HIS 203: 

HISTORY OF 

MODERN 

WORLD: 

SELECT 

THEMES 

 

UNIT I: The First World War: historical background; factors that 

precipitated; nature and impact – Peace Settlement: Fourteen Points of 

Woodrow Wilson and Paris Peace Conference – some Issues arising out of the 

War: quest for security; problem of disarmament; problem of reparation – the 

Great Depression: causes and consequences. 

UNIT II: Italy and Germany between the Wars; domestic and foreign affairs 

– politics and ideologies of Fascism & Nazism – France and Great Britain 

between the Wars – emergence of America & Soviet Russia as world powers – 

Civil War in Spain – The Munich Crisis – origin and nature of World War II. 

UNIT III: Impact of the Peace Pact of 1919 on West Asia; Mandate system 

in Middle East – rise of Mustafa Kamal Pasha & the modernization of Turkey – 

Arab nationalism after World War I; role of Saudi Arab – rise of nationalism in 

Egypt: Anglo-Egyptian relations. 
UNIT IV: Far East: Japan’s Supremacy in East Asia; China after the World 

War I – Southeast Asia: Colonial rule, growth of Nationalism and 

Modernization. 

This course introduces key themes in the history of 

modern world and also 

critically analyzes the nature of the changing political 

relations among the different nations since the pre 

World War I period. The emphasis is laid on the 

study of rise of totalitarian ideologies such as 

Nazism, Fascism and Militarism and also the 

transformation of West Asia and Southeast Asia. 

Through this course, students will examine the 

political, diplomatic, intellectual, social and 

economic themes within world history. 

 

 

 

HIS 204: 

CONTEMPOR

ARY WORLD 

(CBCS) 

 

UNIT I: Black American History: Abolition of slavery – the Harlem Resistance 

– the Lexicon and History of Prohibition – the Civil Rights Movement; Martin 

Luther King to Malcolm X. 

UNIT II: Third World: Historical context of the emergence of the Third World 

– Developmental issues of the Third World – Changing face of the Third World; 

politics, society, economy, 

culture. 

UNIT III: India Engaging with the World – Look East Policy – India and South 

Asian – India and Super Powers 

UNIT IV: Major Conflicts since The Dissolution of USSR: - Europe: Chechan 

Crisis, Yugoslav Crisis, Georgian Crisis, Ukraine Crisis; South, East and South 

East Asia: Kargil War 1999, Rise and fall of Taliban in Afghanistan, Post 9/11 

Global war on terror in Afghanistan- Pak region, 

Srilankan Tamil Crisis, Senkaku islands Dispute, South China Sea dispute; West 

Asia: US invasion of Iraq 2003, ISIS in Syria and Iraq, Yemen Crisis, Israel-

Gaza conflict; Africa: Congo Crisis, Nigerian Civil War, Somalian Crisis, 

Libyan Crisis, Egyptian Crisis, Sudan Crisis. 

 

This course revolves around major subject areas like 

geo-politics, strategic studies, peace and conflict 

studies which helps the students to have a diverse 

range of knowledge on popular and critical 

international events which will make them updated 

too. It tries to analyse in critical way about the role of 

UNO in maintaining peace and harmony across the 

world. This will be helpful to pursue future courses 

on international law. The portion of black history in 

USA is to provide the students a survey of the time 

and incidents from the Civil War to Civil rights 

movement. It covers abolition of slavery and the 

process of internalization of black citizens of 

USA. The Harlem Renaissance and the Civil rights 

movement, Black feminist movements are also taught 

here. This course also intends to familiarize the 

students with the concept, development and evolution 

of the Third World. It discusses India's (approach) 

engagement with the outside world and tries to 

analyse the nature of the foreign policy within the 

context of history. This course will help the students 

prepare for UPSC and any other Competitive 

Examinations. 

 

HIS 205D: 

SOUTH WEST 

UNIT-I: Midnapur, Bishnupur and Pachet in the 17th century-resistance to 

entry and consolidation of Mughal power- expansion of Burdwan zamindari and 

its consequences. 

 

The course intends to prepare students for studying 

the region – home to 



BENGAL 

(17THAND 

18TH 

CENTURIES) 

 

UNIT-II: South-West Bengal during the Nazamat period – Murshid Quil Khan 

and resistances from Orissa – Alivardi khan and his engagement with Marathas 

– importance of the southwest 

frontier. 

UNIT-III: East India Company’s administration in Midnapur – 1760-1767; 

military campaign in Jungle Mahal, 1767-71; continuing resistance by 

Dhalbhumgarh zamindar; disturbances in Bagri, 1783. 

UNIT-IV: Economic history of the region – agrarian economy of eastern 

Midnapur – Hijli – and Bishnupur – the forested regions and their commercial 

potentials – centers of internal trade and industry. 

many of them – where the University is located. An 

in-depth   study is deemed necessary for students who 

wish to devote themselves to research in future. It is 

also necessary for those who 

wish to orient themselves with local knowledge and 

culture for future application in creative work as well 

as professional life. 
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HIS 301: 

INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTIO

N –I: The 

Nature of the 

Industrial 

Revolution & 

the English 

Experience 

UNIT I: Defining the Industrial Revolution – validity of the concept of 

‘Industrial Revolution’ – why did the Industrial Revolution first occur in 

England? – Chronology of the British Industrial Revolution. 

UNIT II: Demographic Revolution – Agricultural Revolution; Enclosures in 

Britain – Commercial Revolution - Transport Revolution. 

UNIT III: England: The 18th century background – the adoption of Free 

Trade – role played by labour, capital, banks, government – role of technology 

and science in the Industrial Revolution – the concept of a leading sector – 

Cotton Industry & Iron Industry. 

UNIT IV: Legislations and human dimensions – changes in the occupational 

structure – conditions of work – social attitude – women and child labour – 

Factory Acts – labour organizations – standards of living. 

This course details the nature of the First Industrial 

Revolution. It provides a strong knowledge of the 

historical debates relating to the revolution and 

evaluates the changes in the fields of socio-economic 

life, technology and government institutions. A 

reading of the Industrial Revolution is essential for 

students of world history, as well as for those seeking 

to know more about the global implications of the 

socio-economic events of modern times. 

HIS 302: 

STATE AND 

ECONOMY 

IN EARLY 

MODERN 

INDIA 

 

UNIT I: State and economy in early modern India: the establishment of a 

centralized state under the Mughals; emphasis on military and revenue 

administration – extension of the core Mughal model into other areas viz. 

Gujarat, Ahmadnagar, Bengal. 

UNIT II: Impact on agrarian society, especially in terms of the high revenue 

demand – relationship between the state and the landed elites viz. social and 

administrative – expansion and integration of the agrarian base during the 

Mughal period; drive for revenue and the new 

agrarian frontiers. 

UNIT III: Indian economy and the Indian Ocean: trade network and commerce; 

transformations since the 15th century – maritime merchants in the Indian 

Ocean region – Indian merchants and their participation in the Indian Ocean and 

hinterland or internal trade. 

UNIT IV: Trade and the Indian Economy: flow of precious metals and 

currency – the state and the need for monetization – mint administration and 

towns – internal and overseas markets – inland trade networks. 

 

One of the objectives is to demonstrate how state and 

economy interacts and whether centralisation of 

power is a necessary part of development of state. 

This is explained through a thorough study of fours 

aspects of the economy and society – state as a fiscal 

machine,relation between the state and the social 

components of rural economy, trade and the economy 

of early modern period, and, institutions of the 

economy. Two aspects of administration are also 

studied – organization of central and provincial 

administration, and, the organization of the military. 

Students are expected to learn about pre-history of 

economic and social institutions without 

being deterministic. 

 

 

HIS 303: 

HISTORY OF 

CONSTITUTI

ONAL 

DEVELOPME

NT IN 

MODERN 

INDIA 

 

UNIT I: Brief Outline of the East India Company - East India Company and 

the Dual System in Bengal - Constitutional development during Company’s 

Rule: era of Centralization of Power - 

The Regulation Act of 1773, Pitts Acts of 1784 and the Charter Acts of 1793, 

1813, and 1833. 

UNIT II: Evolution of representative Governance: Queen’s Proclamation - 

Government of India Act of 1858 - Indian Council Act of 1861- Local Self 

Government: proposal of Mayo and Ripon 

and Introduction of Local Self-Government (1864-1882) - Indian Council Act of 

1892 - Administrative policy under Lord Curzon - The Indian Council Act of 

1909. 

UNIT III: Making responsive Governance: Montague Declaration (1917) and 

Montford Reforms (1919)- main provisions, working of diarchy in Provinces - 

Simon Commission - Nehru Reportits salient features - Jinnah’s fourteen Points 

- The round table conference - Communal Award - Poona Pact - the white paper 

- The Government of India Act of 1935- its main Provisions - Elections in 1937. 

UNIT IV: Towards freedom: August Offer of 1940, Cripps Mission of 1942, 

C. R. Formula, Wavell’s Plan of 1945, Cabinet Mission Plan of 1946 - 

Formation of the Constituent Assembly-its debates and deliberations - Attlee’s 

declaration of 1947 - Mountbatten’s Plan, mechanisms on 

the Partition and debates on federation States - The Indian Independence Act of 

1947 - Promulgation of the Constitution - Public services in India (1858-1947) - 

Growth of Central Legislature in India - Growth of Provincial Legislature in 

India - Framing of the new Constitution of the Republic of India - Nature of the 

Indian Constitution - Salient features of 

Indian Constitution. 

  

 

 

The course will teach the evolution of the Indian 

constitution through the 

enactment of various acts. This course bears the tune 

‘Unity in Diversity’, as promulgated by Indian 

Constitution. Through taking this course, the Students 

will understand the philosophy of Indian 

constitutions. They will also have the conviction of 

the various Government of Indian 

acts, their provision and reforms. This course will be 

helpful to pursue future Courses on Law. This course 

will prepare the students for UPSC and other 

Competitive Examinations too. 

 

 

HIS 304: 

CONTEMPOR

ARY INDIA: 

 

UNIT I: History of Overseas Indian Trade: Introduction to the history of trade; 

general nature of the study – Western Indian Ocean: Merchants and 

Merchandise from ancient to early medieval period; Maritime trade in Gujarat 

The purpose of this Course is to give an 

overview on some of the significant issues in 

history to students who belong to various 

disciplines from arts and humanities, other than 



HISTORICAL 

UNDERPINNI

NGS (CBCS) 

 

and Malabar in early modern period; commodities; transition in trade, 1750-

1818 – Eastern Indian Ocean: Trade in early medieval Bengal; ports of 

Coromandel and Bengal in the medieval and early period; merchant 

communities, trade networks in Bay of Bengal littoral – the European 

companies since 17th century; Company trade and private trade. 

UNIT II: History of Indian Sport: Social significance of sport in traditional 

India – Colonial India: ‘sport ethic’ in colonial policy, football, cricket, and 

nationalism and communalism – Sport in post-colonial India: promotion of sport 

by the Indian state, proliferation and popularization of sport, and increasing of, 

and professionalism in, sport in recent times – Sport 

and gender in post-colonial Indian society. 

UNIT III: History of Indian Media: Media History – Definition and forms of 

media – All India Radio, Television, Newspapers and the Internet – Role of 

media in diffusion of culture: media, culture and the public sphere – Gender, 

sexuality and media. 

UNIT IV: History of Indian Culture: Music; Film, Theatre 

history. It does not provide an analytical 

framework of the subject instead it intends to 

provide an overview of the subject. The 
purpose of this Course is to create an interest in 

history among students by introducing them to 

new researches and debates in history and 

history writings. It will help students from other 
discipline to understand what are the different 

aspects and issues in history which are dealt 

with in higher studies and researches. 
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HIS 305A: 

SOUTH WEST 

BENGAL - 

19TH AND 

20TH 

CENTURIES 

 

UNIT I: South-West Bengal in Colonial period: impact of western education 

and ideas – growth of western educated local intelligentsia – new educational 

institutions and response of indigenous elites – emergence of modern 

professions – social consequences of westernization – newspapers and 

periodical journals. 

UNIT II: Emergence of modern politics – rise of local leadership – Swadeshi 

militant nationalism – Non Cooperation mobilization – Civil Disobedience 

Movement – second phase of the revolutionary politics – Quit India movement. 

UNIT III: Emergence of left wing politics – condition of the working class 

and peasants; their mobilization – students’ response to radicalism. 

UNIT IV: Condition of women, tribes and castes – Utkal Brahmins of 

Midnapur – ecology and environment; natural disasters; the Famine of 1943 and 

its impact on local society. 

The course provides a basic understanding of regional 

history of South-West Bengal during the colonial 

period, especially of 19th and 20th centuries. Crucial 

aspects of this 

region with detail analysis are dealt with. It aims at 

developing comprehensive knowledge of 

regional political, economic, social, cultural and 

environmental aspects with varied local dimensions. 

Emphasis is laid on promoting critical approach 

among the students to the study of 

South-West Bengal, which also enables them to 

proceed towards further research works on this 

particular region. 
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HIS 401: 

SOCIAL 

HISTORY OF 

SCIENCE, 

TECHNOLOG

Y 

AND 

MEDICINE IN 

INDIA: 

COLONIAL 

PERIOD 
 

UNIT I: Colonial Science – considerations of the colonial power 

underpinning scientific and technological initiatives of British India – British 

surveys in India as colonial forms of knowledge – technology and the colonial 

project of India’s development – Departments of Irrigation, Agriculture, Public 

Works, Railways – role of Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

UNIT II: Western medicine in an Indian environment – colonial government, 

public health and state medicine – emergence of the study of tropical diseases – 

underpinnings of colonial power in epidemiology in colonial India – role of 

scientific education and technical institutions – government and private colleges 

– engineering and medical colleges – involvement of women in science 

education. 

UNIT III: Nationalist science as a counter-discourse of colonial science; 

claim of an ancient ‘national’ scientific tradition for India; the search for 

‘scientific’ texts from ‘antiquity’ – Nationalist medicine: Ayurveda, Unani, 

nationalist adoption of Homeopathy. 

UNIT IV: Nationalism and the founding of institutions and associations for 

scientific research – Swadeshi technology: in theory and practice – response to 

western science: failures and successes – modern scientific outlook and the 

‘women question’. 

This course intends to emphasize on the spread of 

western science in colonial India with multi-

dimensional aspects and endeavours. It enables the 

students to understand the nature of science-related 

explorations, science studies and research activities 

by government and non-government initiatives, 

which were going on in varied forms during this 

period. It ought to enable students to study the 

introduction of western medicine in colonial India 

and also about the indigenous system of medicine, 

which prevailed here since long before colonial 

period. New technological aspects and applications in 

colonial India are also dealt with special attention. 

This course wants to make the students realize the 

nature and evolution of science, technology and 

medicine in colonial India, which inspires them to 

further study and research on these new emerging 

fields of history. 

 

HIS 402: 

ENVIRONME

NTAL 

HISTORY OF 

MODERN 

INDIA 

 

UNIT I: Historiography: Ecology – colonialism as a watershed – Nationalism 

and the environmental discourse. 

UNIT II: Communities on the margin – indigenous societies – changing 

patterns of lively hood, land use, forest management – colonial and post-

colonial experiences. 

UNIT III: Water and social structure: the sociology of resource use and 

abuse – technology and ecological change in colonial times – the history of 

climate change – drought, flood, earthquake – dislocation and migration – 

consequences. 

UNIT IV: Independent India – technology choice – public policy – 

developmental discourse – distress and protest discourse – the growth of 

environmental concern in India. 

Teaching Environmental history of India is to 

introduce to the students the 

rich research literature on varying works on forest 

and forest policies, wildlife conservation and 

conflicts, tribal right and sustenance, the binary 

discourse of displacement and protests on one hand 

and development on the other, as also the debates on 

ecology and equity. 

 

 

 

 

HIS 403: 

INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTIO

N-II: The 

Continental 

Experience 

 

 

 

 

UNIT I: Concepts of the Industrial Revolution: theories of revolution, 

evolution, economic growth; 19th century industrial crises – Proto-

industrialisation – Agricultural Revolution – ‘Substitution Process’ theory – 

Technology and the ‘latecomers’. 

UNIT II: France: Conditions in the ancient regime – prospects and problems in 

the Revolutionary-Napoleonic Period – Restoration and the return to 

This course deals with the momentous phenomenon 

called the Industrial 

Revolution; while it occurred in the West, it could not 

but send out shockwaves to, and transform 

beyond recognition, all corners of the globe. India 

experienced a new phase with the coming of 

European trading companies and ensuing resultant 

colonial rule, both which were largely the outcome of 

the Industrial Revolution in Europe. Industrialisation 

has proved to be a lasting phenomenon, something 



 Protectionism – Napoleon III and his ‘booster’ policies – decline in the post-

1870 period? 

UNIT III: Germany: Backwardness in the German states in 1815 – Prussian 

imperatives; Zollverin and the railways – growth in the period 1850-1870 – 

Bismarck’s policies – situation up to 1914. 

UNIT IV: Russia: Backwardness in the mid-19th century – Emancipation Edict 

and its effects – trends in the period 1860s-1870s – initiatives of Vishnegradsky 

and Witte – Stolypin reforms – situation up to 1914. 

 

that underpins contemporary politics, economy, and 

society in India and elsewhere. A reading of the 

course ought to enable students to know about this 

impactful phenomenon, its many aspects, how the 

‘classic’ case of England was both replicated and 

replaced in the European continent, and the lessons 

that this holds out for us. 
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HIS 404: 

WOMEN AND 

SOCIETY IN 

INDIAN 

HISTORY 

 

UNIT I: Understanding Women’s History, Feminism and Gender History: 

Concepts, Theories and Issues; Gender: Social construction of Sexuality, 

Understanding Gender through Class, Caste, Race, and Community; 

Masculinity, Femininity, Patriarchy: Ideologies and Practices. 

UNIT II: Women in pre-colonial India: Archaeology and pre-historic society; 

Women in the Indus Valley Civilisation; Women’s Position in Vedic Society; 

Buddhism and Jainism; Status of Women in Medieval India: Purdah and 

Seclusion; Concubinage and Slavery; Gender Division of Labour in Mughal 

India; Engels and the Origin of Women Oppression. 

UNIT III: Women in Colonial India: Social Reform Movements and Women’s 

Issues; Women’s Education; Women in Indian National Movement; Gandhian 

Nationalism and Women; Women’s Organisations. 

UNIT IV: Women in post-colonial India: Tribal and Dalit Issues; 

Contemporary Issues and Problems: Divorce, Dowry, Violence, Rape; Women’s 

Movement in India; Women and Rural Development; Policy on Gender 

Equality and Women’s Empowerment; Issues on Women’s Health. 

 
 

This Course briefly discusses on how women 

and issues related to women has been addressed 

in pre-colonial, colonial, and in post-colonial 
India. It studies the different theories on women 

and gender in history. It questions the relevance 

of studying women as a 

separate ‘category’. 

 

 

Optional 

Course: 

COURSE NO: 

HIS 405A: 

IDEAS AND 

THOUGHTS 

IN MODERN 

INDIA: 

SELECT 

THEMES & 

PERSONALIT

IES 

 

UNIT I: Early Nationalist Responses: thoughts of Rammohan Roy – 

Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay’s ideas in shaping Nationalism – Moderate 

ideology of M. G. Ranade – Extremist Ideology of B. G. Tilak, Bipin Chandra 

Pal – Revolutionary Ideology of Vasudev Balwant Phadke - Hinduism: Swami 

Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo Ghosh. 

UNIT II: Hindutva: Dayanand Saraswati; VD Savarkar; MS Golwalkar – 

Muslim thought: Sir Syed Ahmed Khan; Mohammed Iqbal; Mohammed Ali 

Jinnah – Communist thought: MN Roy; EMS Namboodiripad – Socialist 

thought: Rammanohar Lohia; Jayaprakash Narayan. 

UNIT III: Nation & Identity Concern: Jyotiba Phule; Sree Narayan Guru; E. 

V. Ramaswamy Naicker; Jaipal Singh; Pandita Ramabai – Ideas & views on 

education: Pandit Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar; Sir Asutosh Mukherjee; Acharya 

Satishchandra Mukhopadhyay. 

UNIT IV: Makers of Modern India: thoughts and ideas of M. K. Gandhi – 

Rabindranath Tagore – Subhaschandra Bose – B. R. Ambedkar – Vallabhbhai 

Patel - Maulana Abul Kalam Azad – Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The course studies various intellectual personalities – 

as well as their contributions to make modern India. 

Through taking this course, students will understand 

the social, political, and the spiritual ideas and 

thoughts in the modern Indian imaginary. 

 

 

                                                                                    

                                                        

 

 

 

 


