
   

 

VIVEKANANDA MISSION MAHAVIDYALAYA 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

 

 Programme Outcome (PO) & Programme Specific Outcome (PSO) -   

   
Programme Outcome (PO)- It is expected that on completion of the History Honours Programme the 

learner would:  

1. Get a broad knowledge about Indian history of chronologically fitted into the syllabus, which starts 

from the early historic period to colonial period. 

2. Have a well-acquainted knowledge of historiography of Greek and Roman historians and European 

history in a very broad manner. Apart from this history of China, Japan, South-East Asia, Gender 

issues, Colonial Science and Women history studies will have a good impact on them. 

3. The DSE, SEC and GE Courses will help them to develop an interdisciplinary approach because very 

interesting and touchy issues are there which will attract students for getting further education. 

4. Our institution has also MA course, so that students have the opportunity of passing out from 

Honours courses to get chance for the MA. 

5. Successfully face the prestigious competitive exams since history plays a big role in these types of 

exams such as WBCS, IAS, IPS, IFS and even School Service Examinations. 

                               It is expected that on completion of the History General Programme the learner would:  

1. Have the knowledge of Indian history as a whole starting from ancient to modern India. They will 

also know about the Indian nationalism, which played a vital role against the British rule. 

2. Have the knowledge of modern Europe, Colonial Science in India, Literature and history, different 

theories of modern state and Women Rights in India. 

3. Enter for further education and could successfully face the prestigious competitive exams like TET 

and other civil services. 

 

               In History MA  Programme :  

The department conducts a variety of courses with inputs on social and economic history, 

environmental history, history of science, history of gender, regional history and general 

political, diplomatic and military history. This pedagogy equips students with knowledge and ability 

to teach these subjects in schools, colleges and universities, to handle responsibilities as 

administrators and to work in NGOs and the media. The courses also impart citizenship education, a 

general skill which enables individuals to understand social and economic systems, functioning of 

public institutions and political and social culture. 
 

 

 

 

 



Programme Specific Outcome (PSO) -    
 

Graduate & PG students of History of the College should possess the capability to  

 
Semester Paper Course Contents Course Outcome 

 

                                      B. A HONOURS CBCS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST 

 

 

 

 

CC-1: Greek 

and Roman 

Historians 

Unit – I Greek Historiography  

Logographers in ancient Greece., Hecataeus of Miletus, the most important 

predecessor of Heredotus, Charon of Lampsacus, Xanthus of Lydia, A 

traveller’s romance? Herodotus’ method of history writing – his catholic 

inclusiveness, Herodotus’ originality as a historian – focus on the struggle 

between the East and the West, A historiography on Thucydides, History of the 

Peloponnesian War - a product of rigorous inquiry and examination, 

Thucydides’ interpretive ability – his ideas of morality, Athenian imperialism, 

culture and democratic institutions, Description of plague in a symbolic way – 

assessment of the demagogues, A comparative study of the two greatest Greek 

historians, Xenophon and his History of Greece (Hellenica) – a description of 

events 410 BCE – 362 BCE -- writing in the style of a high-class journalist – 

lack of analytical skill, Polybius and the “pragmatic” history,  Diodorus Siculus 

and his Library of History – the Stoic doctrine of the brotherhood of man 

Unit II- Roman Historiography 

Development of Roman historiographical tradition, Quintus Fabius Pictor of 

late third century BCE and the “Graeci annals” – Rome’s early history in 

Greek.Marcus Porcius Cato (234 – 149 BCE) and the first Roman history in 

Latin – influence of Greek historiography, Marcus Tullius Cicero and the 

speculation on the theory of history – distinguishing history from poetry – 

the genre of moral historiography at Rome, Livy and the History of Rome – a 

work on enormous scale - Livy’s style of writing: honest but uncritical - Livy’s 

comprehensive treatment: details of Roman religion and Roman law, Tacitus’ 

history of the Roman empire - the greatest achievement of Roman 

historiography ? His moral and political judgements on the past -- a 

“philosophical historian”? Research and accuracy, Literary artistry, The use of 

dramatic elements 

 

 

This course enhances the knowledge of the students 

regarding the historiography of Greece and Roman 

history. Through this the ‘Father of History’ will 

broadly be known to the students with his work. It is 

really true by saying without studying those 

historians, the history of Greece and Rome will be 

unknown. Learners  will be able to know Thucydides 

and his works. Several other  Greeko-Roman 

historians like Polybius, Livy, Tacitus etc. will be 

familiar to the students and the works of these 

historians will make them very much interested for 

further study by their own attempt.  

 

 

CC-2: Early 

Historic India 

(proto history 

to 6thcentury 

B.C)  

Unit I-Historical theories and interpretations about the Indian past, The idea 

of Bharatavarsha: Indian subcontinent with all its diversity and cultural 

traditions, An overview of literary and archaeological sources, The earliest 

village farming community in India—transition from pastoral life to the practice 

of agriculture: Mehrgarh and its various cultural phases, The first urbanization 

in the Indian subcontinent—Indus civilization: contemporary perspectives 

through a historiography, The early Harappan, Harappan and late Harappan 

phases: technology, architecture, religion and maritime 

trade.End/transformation of the Indus civilization: different theories.The 

Aryans in India: Vedic Age, The historiography of the concept Aryan, The 

spread of Aryan settlements in India, The period of the Vedas, Brahmanas and 

Upanishads: pastoralism, agriculture and other occupations, Political 

development, culture and rituals, Establishment of kingdoms, oligarchies and 

chiefdoms: sixteen Mahajanapadas, The autonomous clans.Rise of Magadhan 

imperialism 

Unit II -Varna and Jati: the issue of upward mobility among the Shudras, 

Slavery: ancient forms and modern debates, Untouchables, Women Forms of 

marriage, The religion of the Vedas, The unorthodox sects – Buddhism, Jainism 

and the doctrine of the Ajivikas, Scepticism and materialism Economic changes: 

 

After completion of this course students will be able 

to gain the knowledge of  our glorious ancient past. 

All these are known from the sources available 

through literary and archaeological. The first 

urbanization, Aryans invasion, the second 

urbanization  etc. could be known through this 

course. Ancient Indian society, religion, economy , 

Science and technology will be well known to the 

students.  

 



use iron, rural economy, trade and crafts, guilds, Taxation, The second 

urbanization, Education, Language and literature, Science and technology 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND 

CC-3: 

Mauryan and 

Gupta Empire 

I. Empire Building in India- Mahajanapadas to Kingdom 

II. Formation of Mauryan Empire – Polity, Economy, Socio-Cultural 

Aspects, Downfall 

III. Post Mauryan Empire – Sungas & Kanvas, the Indo Greeks, Kushanas 

&Satavahanas 

IV. Imperial Guptas – Classical Age, Polity, Economy, Socio-Cultural 

Aspects, Downfall 

 

 

This course is specially dealt with the two great 

empires in ancient India i.e.Mauryan and Gupta. The 

growth and development of the empire begins with 

Magadha. The socio-economic,political and cultural 

conditions of both the empires made understandable 

the condition during those times. Apart from this we 

could see the Post-Mauryan period with the presence 

of several powers. But  ultimately all empires 

mentioned collapsed in a very historical way.  

CC-4: 

Political 

History of 

Early 

Medieval 

India (600 

AD to 1200 

AD) 

 

 Unit I- Different perceptions on the early medieval situations, Literary and 

archaeological sources, Development of regional cultures: an overview, Gauda 

under Sasanka: the most formidable power in eastern India, The Gauda-

Kanyakubja struggle and the emergence of Harshavardhana, Military and 

political supremacy of Kanauj, The Chalukyas of Badami, Chalukya-Pallava 

struggle, Rashtrakuta- Pratihara rivalry, Rise of the Cholas as the premier 

power of the south,The Palas and the tripartite struggle, Expansion of Pala 

power towards paramountcy, The Senas of Bengal,The Ghaznavid raids,The 

Ghurids, Qutb-ud-din Aibak’s conquests 

Unit II - Absence of vast territorial empires -- a ‘dark period’?Emergence of 

feudal polity -- nature and structure of Indian feudalism,Zenith of political 

feudalism: 1000 - 1200 CE, The concept of segmentary state and the Indian 

experience, Debates on the decay of urban centres, A third phase of 

urbanization?The Chola experiment -- a centralised state? Land revenue 

system,Military organisation and administration of justice, Conditions in India 

during the pre-Sultanate period, An overview of the cultural scenario 

 

 

From this course students will be able to understand 

the ‘early medieval’ phase in Indian history. The 

sources available to know this period is valuable. 

Shifting of political power from Pataliputra toKanauj 

also seen . They could gather knowledge of the third 

phase of urban development in India. They could 

achieve knowledge of the emergence of Indian 

feudalism and evolution of the political structures of 

early- medieval North and South India. The students 

will be able to identify the classical age in India and 

its characteristics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD 

 

CC-5: Delhi 

Sultanate 

I. Interpreting the Delhi Sultanate – A Survey of Sources: literary and 

archaeological. 

 

II. Foundation, Consolidation and Challenges to the Delhi Sultanate 

(a) The State in the Thirteenth & Fourteenth Century – The Mameluks, 

Khaljis and Tughlaqs – Theories of Kingship – Ruling Elites, 

Ulama& the Political Authority 

(b) Mongol Threat –Timur’s Invasion 

(c) Revival and Disintegration – Foundation of the Mughal Rule 

 

III. Emergence of Regional States: Vijayanagara, Bahmani Kingdom, Bengal 

 

IV. Societyand Economy,Iqta,System,AgriculturalProduction,

 Technology, Monetization, market, growth of urban centres; trade and 

commerce; Indian Ocean trade 

 

V. Religion, Society and Culture 

a) Sufism – silsilas, doctrines and practice – Socio-cultural impact 

b) Bhakti movements in south and north India – Kabir, Nanak and 

Sant tradition 

c) Art, architecture and literature – Consolidation of regional 

identities. 

 

 

After completion of this course,students will be able 

to know the historiography of Delhi Sultanate. Be 

familiar  with several literary and archaeological  

sources of the medieval period specially Sultanate 

period. They could see the gradual expansion of 

Sultanate in the time of several dynasties. The 

Mongol threat collapsed the Sultanate. After the 

disintegration, some regional states flourished. Above 

all the religion, society, culture of Sultanate age gave 

them enough knowledge of the period as stated. So 

the learners could find a chronological order of Delhi 

Sultanate. 

 

 

CC-6 : The 

Feudal Society 

1. Muhammad and Charlemagne: Islam and the Holy Roman 

Empire—coronation of Charlemagne—Frankish institutions—the 

Carolingian Renaissance—treaty of Verdun—dissolution of the 

Carolingian Empire—the Saxon Empire.  

2. Europe besieged: invasions of Norsemen, Magyars, Arabs and 

Saracens.  

3. Feudal Society and Economy (c.800—c.1100): Feudalism—

origin and features; manorialism—chivalry and romanticism—

 

 

By studying the course, students would gather much 

information in medieval Europe starting from 

Charlemagne as a most important king of the period. 

Different invaders invasions are discussed. 



emergence of towns—trade and commerce—guilds.  

4. Emergence of National Kingship: Germany and 

Hohenstaufens—France under Valois.  

5. Religion and Culture: Cluniac Reforms—Investiture Contest—

Monasticism— popular religion and heresy—Crusades—the 

order of ‘Warrior Monks’: the Knights Templar, the Knights 

Hospitallers and the Teutonic Knights— Schoolmen—

Universities—Twelfth-century Renaissance.  

Flourishing feudalism, towns, trade etc. have a great 

impact on the students. Crusades and twelfth century 

renaissance etc. had a great influence on the society 

and culture of the medieval Europe. 

 

CC-7: Akbar 

and the 

Making of 

Mughal India 

I. Sources and Historiography- Persian chronicles and tradition of history 

writing 

II. Establishment of Mughal Rule in India 

III. Formation of Imperial authority & Consolidation under Akbar-

Campaigns and Conquests: tactics and technology-Evolution of 

administrative institutions: zabt, mansab, jagir, madad-i-maash-

Revolts and resistance 

IV. Expansion and integration- Incorporation of Rajputs and other 

indigenous groups in Mughal nobility- North-West frontier, Gujarat, 

Deccan and Bengal 

V. Rural Society and Economy- Land rights and land revenue, zamindars 

and peasants- Agricultural production; crop patterns- Trade routes, 

overseas trade; Rise of Surat 

VI. Religion and Culture- Religious tolerance and Sulh-i-kul, Din-i-ilahi, 

Sufi mystical and intellectual interventions-Development of Mughal 

painting and architecture 

 

After the completion of this course, students will be 

able to get knowledge about the different historians’ 

writings as valuable documents of the Mughal Age. 

The foundation of the Mughal period in India played 

a great role in the formation of imperial authority, 

evolution of Mansabdari system, Jagirdari system, 

land revenue system, Zamindari system, different 

trade routes etc. Students will learn the relations of 

Mughals with the Rajpust, Sikhs and Marathas Apart 

from this the religious toleration and cultural 

assimilation had played an important role in this 

period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOURTH 

CC-8: 

Renaissance 

and 

Reformation 

1. Political and social background – political system in early modern Europe 

– collapse of feudalism – and the changing economic life in the 15
th 

and 

16
th 

century – commerce  and navigation – monarchies and city states – 
features of the early modern state – the printing revolution. 

2. Italian city states, the merchants, the church and the social context of the 

renaissance – origins of humanism – rediscovery of the classes – the 

impact of humanism on art, education and political thought – Machiavelli 

and the idea of a modern state. 

3. The background to the reformation – intellectual and popular anti-

clericalism – Martin Luther and the reformation – reformation in the 

national context: France, Switzerland and England – the distinctiveness 

of the English reformation – Radical reformation – the Anabaptists, etc. - 

counter reformation. 

4. Renaissance science and the emergence of a secular culture 

 

From the course students would enable to know the 

rise of modern west, transition from feudal society to 

capital society in the world, renaissance and 

reformation in Europe, printing revolution, 

mercantilism etc. during the time of renaissance the 

growth of science and secular culture is very much 

interesting to the learners of the period of our study. 

CC-9: The 

French 

Revolution & 

Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

I. Historiography of the French Revolution 

II. Crisis of the Ancient Regime 

III. Intellectual impetus 

IV. Socio-economic background 

V. Phases of the French Revolution – 1788-99 

VI. Rise of Napoleon – Empire building & consolidation 

VII. Impact of the French Revolution and Napoleon Bonaparte 

outside France 

VIII. Fall of Napoleon & Restoration of old order – Vienna 

Congress (1815)& Metternich 

 

This course mostly deals with the French Revolution, 

its different aspects such as causes; the role of 

intelligence has been discussed. The rise of Napoleon 

consolidated France. With the fall of Napoleon, the 

old order of monarchism had come in Europe. So the 

learners could evaluate the political, social and 

cultural legacies of the revolutionary and Napolionic 

periods for France, Europe and the worldas a whole. 

CC-10: 19th 

Century 

Revolutions 

in Europe 

 

I. The Greek War of Independence, the Revolutions of 1830, the 

Revolutions of 1848 – A possible turning point? 

II. The Age of Nationalism: The Second Empire in France and Louis 

Napoleon; Unification of Italy and Germany; The Third Republic and 

the Paris Commune; 

III. Russia—Tsarist autocracy and reforms, the emergence of the 

revolutionary movement; the Eastern Question—the Crimean War, the 

Treaty of Paris, Balkan nationalism. 

IV. Society and Economy in Nineteenth Century Europe: industrial 

transformation in Britain; difference in industrialisation process 

between England and the Continental powers – France, Germany and 

Russia – the emergence of the working class and its movements – The 

impact of ideology: Louis Blanc, 

V. Nationalism in Eastern and South Western Europe: Czech, Hungarian 

and Serbian. 

 

 

This course covers the areas of different countries 

revolutions that is why the emergence of nationalism 

played a vital role on it. Students have the knowledge 

of that. Industrial Revolution made the world a 

changing scenario. This is very astonishing to the 

learners as well. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH 

CC-11: Select 

Themes in the 

Colonial 

Impact on 

Indian 

Economy and 

Society 

 

1. Colonial State institutions and ideologies: Colonial 

Economic interests, Company’s Commerce, 

Mercantilism to Free trade, Deindustrialisation and 

Drain of Wealth. 

2. Land Settlements and agricultural change— 

Commercialisation of Agriculture. 

3. Modern Industrialisation —- Long term Constraints 

4. Census and Caste — Colonial ethnology — 

Sanskritisation, Westernisation and Social reform— 

Brahma Samaj & Parthana Samaj 

5. ReformismaAryadharm and Ramkrishna Vivekanada 

Movement   

6. Islamic reform in India: The Reformers and the Orthodox 

This course will give a light on the colonial  

economic impact on India through the 

implementation of  different policies by the 

British like commercialization of agriculture, land 

settlements, trading policies, modern 

industrialization etc. In consequence of the 

exploitations of British, India had experience of 

deindustrialization and drain of wealth, which put 

forward the nationalistic approach by the Indians. 

Social reform movements were taken by the 

Indian reformers to reform our society. So the 

learner would have better impact by studying the 

course.  

CC-12: 

Peasant and 

Tribal 

Uprisings in 

Colonial 

India in the 

19th Century 

The Early 19
th 

century 

1. The early colonial rule and revenue operations, revenue demands and 

settlements – “restorative rebellions” – peasant –landlord combination 

against colonial rule in north and south India; 

2. Peasant movements in Bengal and Malabar – religious appeal for the 

liberation of a region or an ethnic group under a new form of 

government. . 

3. Tribal movements in pre-1857 western and eastern India – Ho, Tamar, 

(1820-1832), Kol and Bhumij (1825-1835) revolts , Kherwar movement 

of the Santals (1833), Santhal Revolt (1855), Bhil revolt (1819-1840), 

Kolis (1824-1848), Khasis (1829-30), Koyas (1840-1858), Konds 

(1846-1855) 

 

The Late 19
th 

century 

4. Tribal movements – Nalkdas of Panch Mahal (1858-59), (Bokta risings 

of 1858-95, millenarian movement of the Mundas (1895-1900), Kuch 

Nagas of Kachhar (1882), 

5. Peasant movements in late 19
th 

century – conflict between landlords 

and tenants – resistance to taxation – emergence of substantial peasantry 

– the role of moneylenders and struggle against them. 

6. The revolutionary potential of Indian peasantry – Barrington Moore Jr. 

and Eric Stokes - Classification of types of revolt and movements – 

Kathleen Gough, AR Desai, DN Dhanagare and Ranajit Guha. 

 

 

From this course, students would enable to know the 

emergence of the British power in India in colonial 

period with their economic exploitation, which insists 

tribals like Ho, Tamar, Santhals etc. to get rid from 

the exploitation.  Peasent movements have occurred 

in the late 19th century for the resistance of tax. 

Different historians arguments on the types and 

revolts of the movement make the courses 

enlightened one for the learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

CC-13:  

International 

Relations After 

the Second 

World War 

  

Unit I:  

Nurnberg Trials, Germany 1945 – 46  
Ruins of Europe and Japan; Charter of the United Nations at San Francisco 

Conference, 1945; Peace Settlement after the Second World War; Beginning of 

the Cold War: 1947  

Unit II  

Conflict between Superpowers  
USA and Soviet Union; Soviet Communism and the Russian leader Joseph 

Stalin; Soviet Union and Europe in Cold War 1945 – 1953; Military and 

Defense Alliances and Peace Pacts –Berlin after 1945- Fall of the Berlin Wall & 

German Re-Unification---- European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC); 

European Economic Community & European Atomic Energy Committee 

(Euratom)  

Unit III  

Decolonization and the emergence of the Third world  
National Movements in Asia & Africa---Third World Organizations-OPEC, 

ASEAN, SAARC; West Asian Crisis--- Palestine Problem; Suez Crisis, Iran- 

Iraq conflicts, Gulf War ; Arab- Israel wars- activities of the PLO, Afghan 

Problem  

Unit IV  
Disintegration and Decline of the Soviet Union  

  

 

 

 

After completion of this course students will be able 

toUnderstand the world politics after the second 

world war. Could trace the cold war situation, which 

make different alliances with two super powers i.e. 

USA and Soviet Russia. Would also  know the 

emergence of third world and be familiar with the fall 

of Soviet Union, a new political scenario has 

emerged. 



SIXTH Glasnost and Perestroika – Crisis of Socialist regimes in other East European 

Countries: Poland, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Hungary – Response of the USA; 

Rise of a Unipolar World system, Globalization ---: Progress and development in 

science and technology--- Civil Rights Movement; Apartheid in South Africa—

Terrorism 

CC- 14: 

Modern 

Nationalism 

in India 

1. Emergence of Nationalism in India and its historiography. 

2. Anti-partition movement in 1905. 

3.  Gandhian Mass Movements— Non- cooperation, Civil Disobedience, 
Quit India, Movement. 

4. Roots of Communalism and Communal Award 

5. Demand for Pakistan: Pakistan Movement from Cripps Mission to 
Cabinet Mission Plan. 

6. Partition and its Aftermath. 

 

This course clearly states the growth of nationalism in 

India with the various mass movements under the 

leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Communalism 

enhances the demand for Pakistan and British 

involvement make it easy and ultimately partition 

takes place. The learner would be able to understand 

the whole thing and they could know the modern 

Indian history in such a way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH 

 

 

DSE 1: Modern 

Transformation 

of China (1839-

1949) 

1. Pre-colonial China: Structure of the traditional Chinese society; Taoism, 

Confucius, the peasantry and the gentry; State and bureaucracy, economic 

structure. 

2. Foreign Contact and Anglo-Chinese Relations: The Tribute System; 

the Canton Trade and its collapse; Background and Impact of First and 

Second Anglo-Chinese Wars (Opium Wars), ‘Open Door’ policy. 

3. Rebellion and Restoration: Taiping rebellion—background and causes, 

nature, failure; Tung-chih Restoration and the Self-strengthening 

Movement – causes, feature and impact. 

4. Movements, Reform and Restoration in China: The Reform 

Movement of 1898; Boxer Rebellion—causes, nature and failure; 

Chinese Revolution of 1911—role of Dr. Sun Yat-sen; Yuan Shih-Kai 

and Warlordism; May 4th Movement; the rise of the Kuo- Min Tang 

Party; the First United Front; Chiang Kai-shek; financial imperialism in 

China. 

5. Formation of Communist Republics in China: Foundation of the 

Communist Party; Mao Tse-Tung and the making of the Red Army; the 

Second United Front; Long March and the Yenan experiment; the 

Chinese Revolution (1949)—ideology, causes and significance; the 

establishment of the People’s Republic of China. 

 

 

 

In order to know the history of south-east Asia and 

specially the history of our neighboring country like 

China, students will be well acquainted with its 

history starting chronologically from  pre-colonial, 

foreign involvement, several movements and reforms 

as a reaction to till the formation of People’s 

Republics of China. Dr. Sun Yat Sen and the role of 

Mao Tse Tung made China a new way of thinking 

which is inspirational to the learners. 

 

 

DSE 2: Modern 

Transformation 

of Japan 

 

1. Pre-Meiji Japan: Tokugawa Shogunate—the feudal society and the 
government, economic condition; encounter with the West; the Perry 

Mission; the opening up of Japan to the West; the crisis and fall of the 

Shogunate. 

2. Meiji Restoration: Causes, Nature; Process of modernization—social, 

economic, political and military reforms; Meiji Constitution; rise of political 

parties. 

3.Popular and Democratic Movements: Satsuma Rebellion and Popular 

Rights Movement.  

4.Emergence of Japan as an Imperial Power: Sino-Japanese War (1894-’95); 

Anglo- Japanese Alliance; the Russo-Japanese War. 

5.Japan through the two World Wars: Japan and World War I; Twenty-One 

Demands; Washington Conference; Manchurian Crisis—the role of the League 

of Nations; the failure of the democratic system; the rise of militarism in the 

1930s and 1940s; Japan and World War II – from Pearl Harbour to Hiroshima-

Nagasaki. 

The history of Japan in pre-Meiji and Meiji age make 

an ample interest to the students. They could learn 

from the course different  war of Japan with the big 

and powerful countries, but the determination and 

inner developmental aspects make Japan very strong, 

for that every war has been  wining by this country. 

The growing imperialistic attitude made Japan’s 

participation in   two World wars which ultimately 

restrained through American intervention with 

bombing in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The lesson 

could not be forgotten in the human civilization 

anymore. 

 

 

 

DSE 3: War 

and 

Diplomacy, 

1914-1945 

Unit – I 

 Through war to peace 1914 – 1920-The condition of Europe in 1914, The 

First World War: issues and stakes - appraisals and reappraisals, The dynamics 

of the war: Wilson’s Fourteen Points, The Versailles Settlement of 1919: 

 

 

The students will be able to understand the events led 

towards the warfare on the western front. They will 

identify the broader political and economic causes of 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIXTH 

context, provisions and evaluation, Other treaties, Aftermath of the war 

Revolution and transformation in Russia-War- time politics in Russia, The 

provisional government under Kerensky, The Bolshevik Revolution: Lenin 

and Trotsky, The new Soviet Order, From Lenin to Stalin, Soviet foreign 

policy 1917-1939 The inter-war period: The new balance of power, League 

of Nations, Draft Treaty of Mutual Assistance, 1923, Geneva Protocol, 1924, 

Locarno Treaties, 1925, Pact of Paris, 1928 

Unit – II   

Road to another global war-Economic depression, 1929-32: prelude to the 

Second World War, Rise of dictatorship in Germany and Italy - a study in 

tyranny, Spain on fire: the Civil War, 1936-39, Diplomatic moves: the Nazi-

Soviet Nonaggression Pact and the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis The gathering 

storm-A historiography of the Second World War, Hitler’s foreign policy and 

origins of the war, With the Old Breed: from the Pacific Theatre to the Eastern 

and Western fronts, Reappraisal of the concept of appeasement Wartime 

politics in Europe- Coming of the Grand Alliance and conferences at Tehran, 

Yalta and Potsdam, The Lend-Lease policy of the United States, The allied 

victory and the collapse of wartime alliance 

the First and Second world war. The endeavor to 

make peace throughout the world through League of 

Nations and UNO after two great wars also known to 

them. How appeasement policy played a role to the 

extreme rise of Hitler’s aggression? Conflict in Asia 

and the Pacific , Japanese surrender in 1945 are 

included to the course. Students will have immense 

knowledge of the world from 1914 onwards. 

DSE 4 : Pre-

Colonial 

South East 

Asia 

1. The state system – mainland SE Asia in the ancient period – early 
kingdoms and cultural diversity – Indian influence and the Hindu-
Khmer of Cambodia, Mons of Burma and Buddhism, Indianised 
kingdom of Champa in Vietnam, the Chinese in Malaya and Vietnam, 

Srivijaya kingdom of Sumatra, the Majapahits of Java, Chola- Srivijaya 

struggle; the intervention of the Cholas (11
th 

century) 

2. Economy – wet rice cultivation, upland shifting and cultivation ib the 
plains and seafaring – sawah agriculture and household based 

production; trade and markets; structural changes in SE Asian economy 

between 1
st 

century CE to 1500 CE- Funan (Cambodia), Srivijaya 
maritime empire, Java. SE Asian maritime economy, international trade 
and commercial expansion in the mainland, Arabs and Chinese (1100-

1300) 

3. Religion: Theravada and Mahayana Buddhism in mainland SE Asia – 
Mon kingdoms and dissemination of Theravada Buddhism; links with 

Sri Lanka (12
th 

century onwards); Islam in the 9
th 

century in Malayan 
and Indonesian archipelago – Sufi mystical influence – Indonesian 
tarekat - toleration of non-Muslim practices and beliefs. 

4. Europeans – Portuguese in the 16
th 

century; Dutch and English in the 17
th 

century. 

 

 

 

Students will be able to get the general knowledge of 

our neighboring countries past history. Even will 

have the idea of the various types of economic 

fieldsof this region. To enrich the conception of some 

complications related to religion.know the 

transformative process of history from pre-colonial to 

colonial period. 

 

 

 

THIRD 

SEC- 1:  

Archaeolog

y and 

Museum 

Making in 

Colonial 

India 

 

1. The development of archaeological knowledge – early 

archaeological explorations: Establishment of the Archaeological 

Survey of India: the archaeological mapping by Alexander 

Cunningham –Curzon and the new impetus for archaeological 

conservation: Sir John Marshall and the development of Indian 

archaeology in the early twentieth century 

2. Archaeology as the new foundation for an authentic history of 

India – Archaeological explorations, excavations and conservation 

and the creation of heritage sites - A few major sites of 

archaeological excavations: Public archaeology and popularization 

of archaeological sites – Archaeology in travel writings – 

Competing cultural visions around a few major heritage sites. 

3. Archaeology and culture – Local historians and archaeological 

knowledge – the culture of collection and valorization of artifacts-

----Collecting and museum making the profiles of a few prominent 

collectors and museum makers 

4. Archaeology and the Museum Movement in India-----the Indian 

Museum the 

 

 

From this course, students will gather knowledge 

about definition and components of archaeology. 

They will acquire knowledge from this paper how to 

write historiography and research methodology in 

history. They will learn how to identify 

archaeological sites and explorations of ancient 

history. Students of this paper will acquire a huge 

knowledge towards the documentation, codification, 

classification, analysis of findings through fieldwork. 

Side by side, they would get the knowledge about the 

Museum Movements in India.  

 



Provincial museums and the local museums Background to the 

formation of the 

National Museum 

 

FOURTH 

SEC- 2 :  The 

Making of 

Indian 

Foreign 

Policy 

 

1. Historical Factors in India’s foreign policy priorities – pan Asianism 

2. The State India and the Third World – Non-alignment – Regional 

Cooperation 

3. India and South Asia: Relationship with the Neighbours 

4. India and the Great Powers – (a) United States (b) Soviet Union (c) 

China 

5. India and Globalisation – Economic Diplomacy – The Look East 

Policy and the European Union 

6. India’s Nuclear Policy 

After completion of this course students will be able 

to be knowledgeable with the determinants of India’s 

foreign policy after independence. Be aware of the 

important characteristics of the Third World Country 

especially non-alignment movement and Nehru’s role 

on it. Understand India’s foreign policy with other 

countries. Learn the economic diplomacy of India and 

for this, they could know about the Look East Policy 

in a very broad manner. Analyze the nuclear policy of 

India starting from the very beginning to till date. 

 

 

FIRST 

 

GE 1 : 

Theories of 

the Modern 

State 

 

1. The State Definitions and Elementary Concepts – Sovereignty 
and autonomy – state and the community – the nation state 

2. The Absolutist State: Bodin, Hobbes and Hegel: the state, class and 

civil society 

3. The Liberal State – the state, individualism and citizenship – the 
constitutional and the contractual state: John Locke – liberalism 
and the democratic order: Rousseau and the General Will 

4. The Liberal State – the utilitarian version: Bentham and John 
Stuart Mill – John Mill and democracy: the tyranny of the majority 

5. The state and class Marxist perspective – the problem of 
Bonapartism – Max Weber and the bureaucratic order 

6. The ideological basis of the Welfare State and its comparison with 
Communism – John Rawls and the theory of justice 

 

 

From this course, students would enable to know 

history of the formation of different types of modern 

state. They will also learn about the emergence of 

absolutist states in European countries and their 

formation patterns. They will acquire knowledge 

about the political situation of the 15th to 18th century 

Europe that  gave impetus to form the modern 

European society. This course mostly deals with the 

theoretical aspects of states as has been depicted by 

the great thinkers. 

 

 

SECOND 

 

GE- 2: 

Science and 

Empire 

1.  History and Development of Science under the Colonial 

Empire-Perspectives and Recent Historical Debates/ Discourse/ 

Trajectories. 

 

2. Science and Colonial Empire: Concepts and Contours-Different 

Colonial Experiments in India-Fundamental Research in Science 

in India. 

 

3.  Colonial Science: Indian and Western Interaction-Role of 

Institutions in Promoting Scientific Knowledge (Botanical 

Garden, Medical Colleges, Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine, 

Bose Institute, Indian Institute of Science etc.) 

 

4.  Science and Empire-Indian Responses and Resistance-Ideas of 

Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 

5. Scientific Activities under the Empire-Social, Political and 

Cultural Implication and Historical Debates. 

 

 

After the completion of this course students will be 

able to know the actual formative root of science 

study. They will be able to cite the resources 

properly. The course is useful to identify and evaluate 

the thinking of two great nation builders like Gandhiji 

and Nehruji.  

 

 

 

THIRD 

GE-3: Some 

Perspectives 

on Women’s 

Rights in 

India 

I. Definition of Human Rights-Human Rights and Women, a 

survey of the Charter, Interrogating Human Rights vis-à-vis personal laws 

in India, UN Convention and Indian Context 

II. Indian Constitution and Women’s Rights- 
Fundamental Rights and Women, Directive Principles and Women, Major 

legal cases defending women’s rights vis-à-vis the Constitution 
III. Preventive Acts- Minimum Wage Act 1948, Family Courts 

Act 1986, PNDT Act 1994, Latest Measures 

IV. Issues of Violence against Women and 

Remedial Measures- Domestic Violence Act, Prevention of 

Sexual Harassment at Workplace, Practical application and prblems, 

Remedial Measures 
V. Role of Non-Government Institutions- Non-

Government Organizations and Human Rights, Women and Non-

Government Organizations - Participations 

 

The course will help to understand the different Acts 

related with women. They will be able to summarize 

the important provisions of Wage Legislations, in 

reference to Payment Wages Act 1936 etc. A kind of 

societal consciousness could be secured by studying 

the course. Student will be able to summarize the 

important provisions of Social Security Legislations, 

in reference to Employees State Insurance Act 1948, 

Employees Provident Fund Act 1952 etc.  




